Half-and-half cells in lichen planus. A possible clue to the origin and early formation of colloid bodies.
In the course of a study of wound healing in four patients with lichen planus, we found transformed keratinocytes with a hitherto undescribed ultrastructure in both wounded and undisturbed papules. We have called these epidermal cells half-and-half cells because they showed changes on the one hand of increased synthetic activity and, on the other hand, of fibrillar transformation closely resembling that seen in fully developed colloid bodies. We suggest that these half-and-half cells may provide a useful clue to the early changes occurring in colloid body formation.